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95th  CONGRESS:  UNFINISHED  BUSINESS 


The  95th  Congress,  which  opened  as  Jimmy  Carter 
became  president,  is  now  entering  the  homestretch. 
Members  hope  for  adjournment  by  early  October. 
Already  many  members  are  focusing  more  on  the 
primaries  and  November  elections  than  on  legislation. 
But  Congress  still  has  a  massive  pile  of  unfinished 
business. 

Issues  of  interest  to  FCNL  readers  include:  author¬ 
ization  and  appropriations  bills  for  the  Pentagon,  foreign 
military  aid,  economic  aid,  and  UN  and  related 


international  agencies,  as  well  as  a  whole  range  of 
domestic  programs  on  jobs,  food,  and  Indians.  Also: 
criminal  code  revision,  human  rights  provisions  in  the 
International  Monetary  Fund  and  U.S.  Export-Import 
Bank  bills,  financial  support  for  U.S.  businesses  in  South 
Africa,  and  a  Uganda  boycott. 

Still  waiting  in  the  wings  are  such  issues  as  national 
health  care,  tax  reform,  welfare  reform,  economic 
conversion  of  military  industries,  and  the  World  Peace 
Tax  Fund. 


Action  on 
Criminal  Code 

Reports  that  H.R.  6869,  the  revised 
criminal  code,  is  dead  in  the  House 
Subcmte.  on  Criminal  Justice  are  pre¬ 
mature.  Action  is  likely  this  summer. 

Despite  serious  questions  about  how 
H.R.  6869  would  expand  federal  criminal 
jurisdiction  and  change  sentencing  pro¬ 
cedures,  the  House  Subcommittee  is 
expected  to  complete  action  on  the  bill 
by  the  middle  of  June.  Whether  the 
Subcommittee  will  act  on  all  or  only  parts 
of  the  bill  is  unclear.  However,  should  the 
Subcommittee  report  only  a  portion  of 
the  bill  to  the  full  House  Judiciary  Cmte., 
Chairman  Peter  Rodino  NJ  is  expected  to 
offer  the  rest  of  the  proposed  bill  as  an 
amendment. 

FCNL  remains  opposed  to  the  bill  as  it  is 
written  because  it  violates  a  number  of 
individual  liberties.  We  advocate  H.R. 
2311,  an  alternative  with  more  pro¬ 
tections  for  civil  liberties. 

Rep.  Ted  Weiss  NY  and  18  others  have 
introduced  H.Res.  1125,  which  urges  full 
study  of  criminal  code  reform  and 
rejection  of  H.R.  6869. 

Because  Committee  and  floor  action, 
probable  in  July,  are  expected  to  be  swift, 
we  urge  you  to  write  your  Representative 
^^now,  stating  your  opposition  to  the  bill 
^  and  urging  support  for  H.R.  2311. 


LOBBY  DISCLOSURE  BILL  PASSES  HOUSE 


H.R.  8494,  a  bill  which  would  require 
registration  and  extensive  reporting  on 
the  lobbying  activities  of  religious, 
charitable,  and  educational  organiza¬ 
tions,  passed  the  House  on  Apr.  26,  259- 
140.  FCNL  supported  the  bill  as  it  was 
reported  by  the  Judiciary  Cmte.  But 
subsequent  floor  amendments  altered 
the  bill  so  that  FCNL  no  longer  supports  it. 

The  bill  as  passed  would  require  that 
organizations  register  as  lobby  groups 
and  report  their  activities,  when  they 
have  contact  with  high-level  federal 
officials,  including  members  of  Congress,  ^ 
on  13  days  in  a  quarterly  period,  with  the 
intention  of  influencing  the  content  or 
disposition  of  a  public  policy  matter,  and 
when  they  spend  $2,500  on  these 
activities. 

In  addition  the  bill  would  provide  for 
both  personal  and  corporate  liability  and 
civil  and  criminal  penalties  for  violations 
of  the  registering  and  reporting  require¬ 
ments.  Under  the  bill  it  would  be  possible 
for  the  Attorney  General,  who  is  required 
to  investigate  alleged  non-compliance,  to 
subpoena  all  correspondence  of  a  group 
thought  to  be  in  violation  of  the  law. 

Of  particular  concern  to  FCNL  is  an 
amendment  by  Rep.  Walter  Flowers  AL 
which  is  aimed  at  grass  roots  lobbying. 
The  amendment  would  require  lobby 
groups  to  report  “any  communication 
directly  urging,  requesting,  or  requiring 
another  person  to  advocate  a  specific 


position  on  a  specific  issue”  when  the 
communication  will  reach  as  few  as  12 
associated  groups,  25  board  members, 
100  employees,  or  500  people. 

While  FCNL  can  and  does  comply  with  I 
reporting  requirements  under  currentA 
law,  the  sweep  of  the  new  provisions'^ 
would  seriously  inhibit  ad  hoc  citizens’ 
groups  and  discourage  citizen  parti¬ 
cipation  on  a  variety  of  public  issues. 

A  similar  and  even  more  damaging  bill, 

S.  2971,  is  now  before  the  Senate 
^'Governmental  Affairs  Cmte.  Letters 
^  are  needed  now  urging  your  Senators 

to  oppose  the  bill,  especially  the  "grass 
roots”  provisions.  For  more  information, 
write  for  G-16. 

ACDA  BUDGET 
ADVANCES 

On  Apr.  26  the  House  authorized  $18.4 
million  for  the  Arms  Control  and  Dis¬ 
armament  Agency  (ACDA)  for  FY79.  The 
vote  on  H.R.  11832  was  332-74.  The  finaP 
figure  was  $2  million  higher  than  Pres. 
Carter's  request.  However,  one  half  of  the 
increase  was  earmarked  for  operating 
costs  of  the  U.S.  delegation  to  the 
Strategic  Arms  Limitation  talks  in  Geneva, 
where  the  dollar  has  been  devalued  by 
30%  since  the  last  ACDA  budget  was  ap¬ 
proved.  The  other  $1  million  is  to  be 
directed  to  the  International  Atomic 
(continued  on  p.  4) 
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ANTARCTIC  THAW 

Antartica  presents  ...  a  rare  op¬ 
portunity  to  act  carefully  and  respon¬ 
sibly  in  imposing  comprehensive  inter¬ 
national  controls  before  living  resources 
are  overexploited  or  otherwise  damaged 
irreversibly. — Leonard  C.  Meeker,  Cen¬ 
ter  for  Law  and  Social  Policy. 

Contrary  to  popular  belief,  the  Antarc¬ 
tic  region  is  not  just  ice.  Its  living  and  non¬ 
living  resources,  from  whales  to  glaciers, 
have  drawn  the  attention  of  hunters  and 
scientists  for  years. 

In  1959,  12  nations— Argentina,  Chile, 
the  United  Kingdom,  Norway,  Australia, 
France,  New  Zealand,  the  U.S.,  the 
U.S.S.R.,  Japan,  South  Africa,  and  Bel¬ 
gium — signed  the  Antarctic  Treaty  to 
facilitate  cooperative  scientific  work  and 
demilitarize  the  area  south  of  60  degrees 
south  latitude.  Poland  later  became  a 
member.  Czechoslovakia,  Denmark,  the 


Netherlands,  Romania,  East  Germany, 
and  Brazil  have  acceded  to  the  Treaty,  but 
did  not  become  full  voting  members. 

Food  Source 

The  discovery  that  krill — small 
shrimp-like  crustaceans — could  become 
a  major  source  of  protein  for  humans  has 
awakened  new  interest  in  the  area.  To 
promote  appropriate  use  of  resources, 
parties  to  the  Antarctic  Treaty  are 
negotiating  a  Convention  for  Conser¬ 
vation  of  Antarctic  Marine  Living  Re¬ 
sources.  Estimates  for  the  future  of  krill 
fishing  are  tentative,  but  some  say  that  the 
annual  catch  could  at  least  equal  that  of 
all  current  commercial  fishing. 

This  Convention  will  have  important 
implications  for  international  law,  es¬ 
pecially  for  future  negotiations  regarding 
possible  oil  and  gas  reserves  in  the 
Antarctic.  The  Treaty  parties  have  agreed 
that  the  Convention  "should  provide  for 
the  effective  conservation  of  the  marine 


living  resources  of  the  Antarctic  eco¬ 
system  as  a  whole,"  and  not  be  just  a 
fishing  agreement  covering  krill.  Unfor¬ 
tunately,  the  Convention  as  it  is  presently 
evolving  will  be  open  only  to  states 
engaged  in  research  or  fishing  in  the  area. 
Less  developed  countries  who  lack  the 
technology  to  fish,  but  who  could  be 
primary  beneficiaries  of  the  krill  food 
supply,  would  not  have  a  voice. 

Negotiations  under  the  auspices  of  the 
United  Nations,  recognizing  Antarctic 
resources  as  the  world's  "common 
heritage,”  would  be  preferable.  How¬ 
ever,  Treaty  countries  want  to  avoid  the 
kind  of  delays  that  have  occurred  at  the 
UN  Law  of  the  Sea  Conference. 

Long  Overdue  Action 

The  recent  developments  in  Antarctica 
have  prompted  the  Administration  to  ask 
Congress  to  implement  the  1964  Agreed 
Measures  for  the  Conservation  of  Antarc¬ 
tic  Fauna  and  Flora  under  the  Antarctic 


DOLLARS  FOR  PEOPLE 


Concern  over  the  budget  deficit  is 
taking  its  toll  of  dollars  for  international 
economic  aid  programs. 

The  House  voted  on  May  15, 200-172,  to 
approve  a  5%  across-the-board  cut  in 
authorizations  contained  in  H.R.  12222, 
the  International  Development  and  Food 
Assistance  Act.  The  cut,  proposed  by 
Rep.  Bauman  MD,  applies  to  voluntary 
contributions  to  international  organi¬ 
zations  and  money  for  the  Agency  for 
International  Development  (AID)  Func¬ 
tional  Programs,  with  the  exception  of 
Food  and  Nutrition. 

H.R.  12222,  as  sent  to  the  floor  by  the 
International  Relations  Cmte.,  author¬ 
ized  the  level  of  spending  requested  by 
the  Administration  for  contributions  to 
UN  agencies  and  other  organizations  and 


Although  ceilings  have  been  set  by  H.R. 
12222,  spending  levels  are  not  yet  final.  A 
House  Appropriations  subcommittee  has 
recommended  a  figure  7%  below  the 
levels  in  H.R.  12222,  as  amended;  the 
largest  cut  would  be  $63  million  from  the 
Food  and  Nutrition  category.  The  Sub¬ 
committee  also  cut  the  Administration’s 
request  for  the  International  Develop¬ 
ment  Assn,  by  20%.  The  full  committee 
has  upheld  the  cuts.  House  floor  action 

/is  scheduled  for  June  15.  Write  your 
Representative  opposing  such  cuts. 

The  Senate  authorization  bill,  S.  2646,  as 
reported  by  the  Foreign  Relations  Cmte., 
contains  spending  ceilings  similar  to 
those  in  H.R.  12222.  Floor  action  is 
expected  in  June.  The  Senate  will 
probably  begin  subcommittee  mark-up 
of  appropriations  in  late  June. 


Treaty.  The  U.S.  and  Japan  are  the  only 
Treaty  members  that  have  not  formally 
adopted  them. 

Two  House  committees — Merchant 
Marine  and  Fisheries;  Science  and  Tech¬ 
nology — have  acted  favorably  on  H.R. 
7749.  The  bill  is  considered  non-con- 
troversial  and  will  probably  have  passed 
the  House  by  the  time  this  Newsletter 
arrives. 


The  Senate  bill,  S.  1691,  has  been 
referred  jointly  to  three  committees — 
Commerce,  Science,  and  Technology; 
Environment  and  Public  Works;  and 
Foreign  Relations.  None  has  taken  action, 
although  Commerce,  Science,  and  Tech¬ 
nology  has  scheduled  a  hearing  for  June 
^^14.  Letters  to  members  of  these  Senate 


committees  urging  prompt  and  fa¬ 


vorable  consideration  of  S.  1691  would 


help  assure  action  this  year. 


for  AID  programs  (see  March  Newsletter) 

with  these  additions:  $20  million  for  WHEAT  FARMERS  GET  A  small  BREAK 


Population  Planning  and  $1  million  for 
the  UN  Decade  for  Women.  The  Com¬ 
mittee  also  added  $15  million  for  assis¬ 
tance  to  African  refugees. 


Pres.  Carter  has  signed  the  Emergency 
Agricultural  Act  of  1978,  a  much  scaled- 
down  version  of  the  farmer-supported 
bill  defeated  in  April  (see  May  News- 


aside  (and  graze-out)  program  for  wheat 
totaled  9.3  million  acres,  compared  to  a 
goal  of  14  million.  Feed  grain  set-aside 
totaled  9.6  million  acres  vs.  a  goal  of  9.4 


A  floor  amendment  to  H.R.  12222  by 
Rep.  John  Ashbrook  OH  prohibits  U.S. 
economic  aid,  directly  or  through  inter¬ 
national  agencies,  to  Uganda,  Vietnam, 
Cambodia,  or  Cuba.  Regrettably,  no 
exception  was  made  for  aid  which 
directly  benefits  needy  people.  However, 
Ashbrook  specifically  excluded  Laos  from 
his  prohibitions,  a  major  step  forward. 
Since  House  opposition  is  fading.  Pres. 
Carter  should  act  now  and  send  emer¬ 
gency  food  aid  to  Laos. 


letter).  Under  this  bill,  the  President  is 
authorized  through  1981  to  increase 
target  prices  for  wheat,  feed  grains,  or 
cotton  only  when  a  set-aside  has  been 
announced  and  higher  assured  returns 
(market  price  plus  direct  payments)  are 
necessary  to  induce  farmer  participation 
in  the  set-aside  program. 

Administration  goals  for  the  wheat  and 
feed  grain  programs  were  set  to  maintain 
approximately  current  grain  stocks.  As  of 
mid-May,  farmer  enrollment  in  the  set¬ 


million. 

Using  the  authority  of  the  new  Act,  the 
President  has  raised  the  target  price  for 
wheat  from  $3.00  to  $3.40/bushel  for  the 
1978  crop  season.  No  other  target  price 
changes  are  contemplated. 

The  Act  also  raised  the  loan  price 
(market  floor  price)  for  cotton  from  $0.44 
to  $0.48/lb.  This  probably  reflects  the 
strong  role  of  the  Agriculture  Com¬ 
mittees'  cotton-belt  members. 


FCNL  Washington  Newsletter,  June  1978 


Page  3 


Health  Care  on  the  Horizon 

The  pressure  is  beginning  to  build 
for  a  program  of  national  health 
insurance.  Pres.  Carter  is  expected  to 
announce  the  principles  behind  his 
proposal  within  a  month  (the  plan 
itself  will  be  announced  late  this 
summer).  Write  now  for  a  copy  of 
FCNL's  Principles  of  Health  Care  (S:1- 
74)  and  compare! 


MORE  FOOD  FOR  KIDS 

Both  the  House  Education  and  Labor 
and  Senate  Agriculture  Cmtes.  have 
completed  action  on  amendments  and 
renewal  legislation  for  the  various  child 
nutrition  programs  (see  April  '78  News¬ 
letter). 

H.R.  12511/S.  3085  would  extend  and 
increase  the  Women,  Infants,  and  Chil¬ 
dren  (WIC),  Child  Care  Feeding,  and 
School  Lunch  Programs.  H.R.  12511  also 
mandates  a  free  school  breakfast  program 
for  schools  in  which  more  than  50%  of 
children  receive  reduced-price  lunches. 


Floor  action  is  expected  during  June 
and  July.  Write  your  Representative 
and  Senators  now  in  support  of  these 
bills.  For  more  information,  call  the 
Interreligious  Taskforce  on  U.S.  Food 
Policy  at  800-424-7292  (toll  free). 


ENERGY  ALTERNATIVES 

While  Pres.  Carter's  energy  package 
appears  doomed  to  languish  in  Congress 
for  several  more  months,  some  members 
are  attempting  to  move  forward  in  other 
energy-related  areas. 

Global 

World  Alternate  Energy  Conference. 

A  proposal  calling  for  a  World  Alternate 
Energy  Conference,  first  advanced  by  the 
late  Sen.  Hubert  Humphrey,  has  been 
resubmitted  this  session  by  Sen.  Mc¬ 
Govern  SD.  S.  Con.  Res.  71  states  that  the 
"goal  of  the  Conference  should  be  the 
establishment  under  the  auspices  of  the 
United  Nations  of  an  International  Al¬ 
ternate  Energy  Commission”  to  promote 
alternatives  to  fossil  fuels  and  nuclear 
power. 

A  companion  resolution  (H.  Con.  Res. 
506)  has  been  introduced  in  the  House  by 
Rep.  Jeffords  VT  and  23  co-sponsors.  The 
Senate  and  House  resolutions  were 
referred  to  the  Foreign  Relations  and 
International  Relations  Cmtes.  respec¬ 
tively.  No  hearings  have  been  sche¬ 
duled. 


SENATE  INDIAN  CMTE.  MUST  CONTINUE 


In  just  over  a  year  of  existence,  the  ^^FCNL  urges  you  to  write  your  Senators, 
Senate  Select  Cmte.  on  Indian  Affairs  has  supporting  S.  Res.  405.  Send  a  copy  of 
compiled  a  remarkable  record  of  legis-  your  letter  to  Sen.  Claiborne  Pell, 
lative  action  to  improve  the  living  Chairman,  Rules  Cmte.,  U.S.  Senate, 
conditions  of  Native  Americans.  Washington,  DC  20510. 


The  Committee  has  been  working  to 
convert  into  law  the  most  crucial 
recommedations  of  the  American  Indian 
Policy  Review  Commission.  It  has  also 
acted  on  a  series  of  other  important 
concerns  of  Native  Americans  (write  for 
FCNL’s  G-17).  It  has  introduced  bills 
designed  to:  help  states  and  tribes  settle 
their  jurisdictional  differences  by  nego¬ 
tiation  (S.  2502);  set  eligibility  guidelines 
for  tribes  seeking  federal  recognition  (S. 
2375);  and  evaluate  and  increase  the 
effectiveness  of  federal  programs  for 
Indian  community  development  (S.  2712). 

The  Select  Committee  will  expire  in 
December  unless  Congress  acts.  S.  Res. 
405  (Abourezk  SD)  would  extend  the 
Committee's  life  indefinitely.  Although 
action  has  not  yet  been  scheduled,  it 
could  come  quickly. 

FULL  EMPLOYMENT 

A  recent  FCNL  Action  Alert  on  the 
Humphrey/Hawkins  Full  Employment 
and  Balanced  Growth  Act  includes 
information  on  provisions  of  the  bill 
and  on  proposed  weakening  amend¬ 
ments.  Write  for  G-19. 


UN  Conference  on  Science  and  Tech¬ 
nology.  A  Senate  subcommittee  has  held 
a  hearing  on  U.S.  planning  for  the  1979 
UN  Conference  on  Science  and  Tech¬ 
nology  for  Development,  which  will 


Indian  Issue  Updates 
Ak-Chin  Water.  The  Ak-Chin  bill  would 
provide  for  delivery  of  85,000  acre-feet  of 
irrigation  water  annually  for  the  Ak-Chin 
Indian  community  in  Arizona,  to  com¬ 
pensate  for  the  loss  of  their  ground  water 
to  surrounding  non-Indian  farmers. 

The  Senate  passed  its  version  of  the  bill 
(S.  1582)  by  voice  vote  on  Oct.  11, 1977.  In 
the  House,  a  motion  to  suspend  the  rules 
and  pass  the  Ak-Chin  measure  (H.R.  8099) 
failed  to  get  the  required  two-thirds  vote 
on  May  2  (256-138).  H.R.  8099  is  not  dead, 
but  must  wait  still  longer  for  consi¬ 
deration  by  the  full  House. 

Orme  Dam.  Fortunately  the  Public  Works 
Appropriations  Subcommittees  of  both 
houses  have  not  recommended  funds  for 
construction  of  a  dam  at  the  Orme  site  in 
Arizona.  The  dam,  planned  as  part  of  the 
vast  Central  Arizona  Project,  would  have 
forced  the  Yavapais  of  Fort  McDowell 
reservation  from  their  traditional  home¬ 
land.  The  original  plans  were  scrapped  by 
the  Carter  Administration,  but  it  was 
feared  that  recent  flooding  in  Phoenix 
would  trigger  a  major  effort  to  revive 
those  plans  and  seek  construction  funds 
for  FY79.  The  Subcommittees  merely 
recommended  continued  funding  for  an 
on-going  study  of  alternatives  to  meet  the 
region's  needs  for  water  storage  and 
flood  control. 


concentrate  on  five  areas:  food,  energy 
and  natural  resources,  health,  trans¬ 
portation  and  communications,  and  in¬ 
dustrialization. 

The  U.S.  delegation,  chaired  by  Father 
Theodore  Hesburgh,  is  preparing  to  take 
a  leading  role  in  the  efforts  to  "examine 
systematically  how  science  and  tech¬ 
nology  can  best  be  employed  to  ac¬ 
celerate  human  development  and  pro¬ 
mote  human  welfare.” 

A  World  Alternate  Energy  Conference 
would  be  a  logical  outgrowth  of  the 
Conference  on  Science  and  Technology. 

Domestic 

On  the  home  front.  House  and  Senate 
committees  have  increased  the  Adminis¬ 
tration's  solar  energy  budget  requests  by 
about  30%.  Pres.  Carter,  on  Sun  Day, 
announced  a  similar  increase,  to  be 
obtained  from  reductions  in  other  pro¬ 
grams. 


STILL  MORE  PRISONS 

Congress  is  moving  ahead  with  plans  to 
build  more  prisons  (see  March  '78 
Newsletter).  FCNL  testified  against  such 
plans  before  the  Senate  Judiciary  Cmte.  in 
April  (write  for  T-5). 

The  House  Judiciary  Cmte.  approved 
the  Administration's  original  $38.05  mil¬ 
lion  construction  request  and  authorized 
more  funds  for  another  prison  at  Los 
Angeles.  The  related  House  Appro¬ 
priations  Subcmte.,  however,  refused  to 
fund  the  Los  Angeles  facility  and  deleted 
$2.6  million  that  had  been  requested  for 
planning  and  site  acquisition.  Both  the 
full  House,  and  the  Senate  Judiciary 
Cmte.  are  expected  to  complete  action  by 
the  end  of  May. 

^^However,  the  Senate  Appropriations 

Cmte.  is  expected  to  act  during  June. 
Write  your  Senators  now  in  oppo¬ 
sition  to  the  construction  of  more  prisons. 
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TRANSFER  AMENDMENT  DEFEATED 


Responding  to  constituent  demands 
/  for  tax  cuts  and  reduced  federal  spend- 
ing,  both  the  Senate  and  House  moved 
f  cautiously  on  the  First  Concurrent  Budget 
'  Resolution.  This  cautious  mood  meant 
defeat  for  the  Transfer  Amendment:  by  a 
14-77  vote  on  the  amendment  of  Sen. 
George  McGovern  SD  in  the  Senate  Apr. 
25,  and  by  a  98-313  vote  on  the 
amendment  of  Rep.  Parren  Mitchell  MD 
in  the  House  May  3. 

Senate 

The  Senate's  rejection  of  the 


MIDEAST  PLANE  SALES 

The  Senate  failed  May  15  (44-54)  to 
endorse  a  resolution,  introduced  by  Sen. 
Joseph  Biden  DE  to  block  Pres.  Carter's 
package  of  arms  sales  to  Israel,  Egypt,  and 
Saudi  Arabia.  Because  both  the  House 
and  Senate  must  pass  resolutions  of 
disapproval  to  block  a  sale,  the  package 
will  now  go  through.  The  200  war  planes, 
which  cost  nearly  $5  billion,  can  carry 
1,000  tons  of  bombs. 

John  Sullivan  of  the  American  Friends 
j  Service  Cmte.  testified  before  the  House 
V,  International  Relations  Cmte.  on  behalf 
of  AFSC  and  FCNL  opposing  the  sale  of 
'  any  war  planes  to  the  Middle  East.  He 
argued  that  our  opposition  grew  from  a 
“basic  belief  that  a  durable  peace  cannot 
be  fashioned  while  those  seeking  to 
negotiate  are  also  feverishly  arming  out  of 
fear,  mistrust,  and  hostility.''  (Write  for  T- 
9.) 


McGovern  $4.6  billion  transfer  from 
military  to  civilian  programs  was  the  first 
Senate  vote  ever  on  such  a  proposal. 
Other  Senators  supporting  the  amend¬ 
ment  were  Abourezk  SD,  Clark  lA, 
Cranston  CA,  Eagleton  MO,  Gravel  AK, 
Hatfield  OR,  Humphrey  MN,  Kennedy 
MA,  Metzenbaum  OH,  Proxmire  Wl, 
Riegle  Ml,  Weicker  CT,  and  Williams  NJ. 

Further  indications  of  Senate  reluc¬ 
tance  to  challenge  Budget  Cmte.  figures 
are  found  in  additional  votes.  An 
amendment  by  Sen.  Thomas  Eagleton 
MO  to  reduce  military  spending  by  $2.3 
billion  was  defeated  21-70.  An  amend¬ 
ment  by  Sen.  John  Tower  TX  to  increase 
military  spending  by  $2.8  billion  was 
rejected  21-74. 

House 

’  House  action  also  reflected  concern 
over  the  level  of  government  spending. 
In  addition  to  rejecting  Mitchell's  $4.8 
billion  transfer  amendment,  the  House 
rejected  142-262  an  amendment  by 
House  Armed  Services  Cmte.  member 
Samuel  Stratton  NY  to  increase  military 
spending  by  $2.4  billion. 

Follow-Up 

In  an  effort  to  win  more  votes  for  the 
Transfer  Amendment  next  year,  FCNL 
and  others  are  canvassing  members  of 
Congress  who  were  possible  supporters 
this  year  to  learn  what  might  make  them 
actual  supporters  next  year.  Reports  to 
FCNL  on  why  your  member  voted  for  or 
against  the  transfer  would  be  helpful. 


ACDA  Budget  (cont.  from  p.  1) 

Energy  Agency's  Nuclear  Safeguard  pro¬ 
gram. 

Efforts  by  members  of  the  Committee, 
particularly  Chairman  Clement  Zablocki 
Wl  and  Gerry  Studds  MA,  to  show  that 
ACDA  needs  more  money  and  greater 
independence  from  other  agencies  such 
as  the  Dept,  of  Defense  were  unsuc¬ 
cessful.  ACDA  representatives  being 
questioned  responded  unenthusiastical¬ 
ly,  arguing,  for  example,  that  economic 
conversion  was  a  problem  for  the 
Defense  Dept.,  not  ACDA.  Senate  action 
is  expected  in  June. 

UN  DiSARMAJSdENT 
DELEGATION 

We  hope  the  UN  Special  Session  on 
Disarmament  in  New  York  May  23- 
June  28  will  forcefully  remind  Con¬ 
gress  of  the  overriding  necessity  to 
reverse  the  arms  race.  Congressional 
members  of  the  delegation  are  Sens. 
George  McGovern  SD  and  Charles 
Mathias  MD,  and  Reps.  Charles 
Whalen ^OJH  jand  Pau]  Simon  IL.  Sen. 
Dick  Clark  lA  plans  regular  insertions 
in  the  Congressional  Record  to  keep 
members  posted.  Pres.  Carter  is 
sending  Vice-Pres.  Mondale  to  speak 
to  the  Special  Session  because  of  the 
pressure  of  other  business,  although 
Carter  will  find  time  to  address  NATO 
and  the  U.S.  Naval  Academy  gradu¬ 
ation  in  the  same  period. 


THE  FRIENDS  COMMITTEE  ON 
NATIONAL  LEGISLATION  includes  Friends 
appointed  by  23  Friends  Yearly  Meetings 
and  by  11  other  Friends'  organizations  in 
the  United  States.  Expressions  of  views  in 
the  FCNL  WASHINGTON  NEWSLETTER  are 
guided  by  the  Statement  of  Policy  prepared 
and  approved  by  the  Committee.  Seeking 
to  follow  the  leadings  of  the  Spirit,  the 
FCNL  speaks  for  itselt  and  for  like-minded 
Friends.  No  organization  can  speak  of¬ 
ficially  for  the  Religious  Society  of  Friends. 

FCNL  Washington  Newsletter.  Contribu¬ 
tors  to  this  issue  include:  Edward  Snyder, 
Frances  Neely,  Don  Reeves,  Jon  Evans,  John 
Hannay,  Catherine  Shaw,  Jan  Harmon, 
Robert  Bee,  Helen  Bliss,  Sharon  Martin.  245 
Second  St.,  N.E.,  Washington,  DC  20002. 
Subscription  price  $10  per  year.  Published 
monthly  except  August. 


MARK  YOUR  CALENDAR 

PLEASE  NOTE:  FCNL'S  next  Annual 
Meeting  will  be  held  at  the  National 
4-H  Center,  NOVEMBER  30  TO 
DECEMBER  3,  1978  (not  in  January 
1979). 

Before  that,  an  FCNL  Fall  Regional 
Meeting  will  be  held  at  the  Cape  Cod 
Sea  Camps,  Brewster,  MA,  September 
15-17,  1978.  Write  for  more  details. 
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